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OHS questions on the back 

 Overview of the unit 

The ‘Questions on the back’ activity in this unit is an interactive activity that 

stimulates discussion around OHS. It could be used at the beginning of an 

OHS unit to introduce students to a range of OHS issues and foster their 

interest in the area. 

 Purpose of the unit  

 To introduce students to a range of issues in OHS. 

 To stimulate discussion on OHS topics. 

 Resource requirements 

Activity sheets Activity sheet 1: Questions on the back answer sheet 

Activity sheet 2: Questions on the back  

Other material 

or resources 

Access to the internet for further research on an OHS topic 

Facilities and 

equipment 

Sticky tape (for sticking questions to backs) 

Laminator – laminating the cards may be useful if you intend to use the activity 

again 

 
 

 Assessment & curriculum alignment 

The activity in this unit is a learning activitiy designed to introduce aspects of workplace health and safety. 

It could be used to support the VCAL Work Related Skills Unit 1 at all levels. 
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 Activity 1: Questions on the back 

In this activity, students will have an OHS related question stuck to their back. They must write down five 

other students’ answers to the question before guessing what their question might be. The activity will 

provide stimulus for students to discuss OHS issues.  

What to do 

Cut up the question cards in Activity sheet 2: Questions on the back. You will need to make multiple copies 

of the questions. How many and which questions you use will depend on the number of students in the 

group and their interests. You should ensure that a question is used approximately 4 times so students 

work in teams of 4 when they come to discuss and research the answers. 

Give each student an answer sheet (Activity sheet 1). Stick a question card on each student’s back so they 

can’t read the question.  

Ask students to move around the room and exchange answers to each other’s questions. Each student 

should write down five answers to the question on their back. 

After everyone has their five answers, students should read the answers they were given and guess what 

their question is. They can then take the question off their back. 

Ask students to form a group with other students who have the same question to discuss the different 

answers that they were given. Students then research answers to the questions using the http://www.safe-

t1.net.au and http://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au websites. Students report back to the class summarising  the 

answers that were given and the information they have researched. This may take the form of a written 

paragraph or short report, a graph or table, a poem or song lyrics – or any other way they can think of. 

Alternative: 

Instead of students researching the answers, ask them to summarise and present the results they have 

collected. If appropriate, tell them the correct answer. 

 Student roles and responsibilities in relation to the activity 

Contribute to class and group discussion and activity. 

Listen to the ideas and contributions of others. 

Take on a role and show responsibility consistent with the level of VCAL they are undertaking. 

 Level of teacher support 

Cut up and, possibly, laminate cards from Activity sheet 2. 

Lead whole group discussion related to OHS questions. 

Provide access to internet and relevant websites for students to find information on OHS. 

Provide support appropriate to the level of VCAL the students are working at.  

 Assessment 

This is a learning activity. This activity could be used as an introduction to occupational health and safety in 

Work Related Skills Unit 1.   

http://www.safe-t1.net.au/
http://www.safe-t1.net.au/
http://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/
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 Questions on the back answer sheet 

Instructions: 

 You are not to read the question on your back. 

 You are to ask five different people the answer to the question on your back. 

 Record the person’s name and their answer. 

 When you have five answers, see if you can guess what your question is.  
 Find the other people with the same question and compare the answers you 

were given.   

Your name: ________________________________ 

Name Answer 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 

 

  

Activity 

sheet 1 
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 Questions on the back 

 

 

What percentage of workers in 

Australia experience a work-related 

injury or illness? 
 

Have you or anyone you know been 

injured at work? What was the injury? 

What is Occupational Health and 

Safety? 
 

 

Activity 

sheet 2 
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How many people in Australia died 

from injuries and incidents at work in 

the 12 months, 2008 - 2009? 
 

What percentage of serious Workers’ 

Compensation claims do you think are 

from men? 

Which age group has the highest 

incidents of work-related injuries or 

illnesses? 

Choose from: 

 15-19, 20-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55 and over 
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Which industry area has the highest 

injury rate in Australia?  

Choose from:  

Health and Community Services; Construction; 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing; Transport 

and Storage; or Manufacturing. 

What injury or illness do people who 

work in hospitality most commonly 

suffer from? 

Which part of the body is most likely 

to be injured at work? 
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Answers 

 

Question Answer 

What percentage of workers in Australia experience a work-

related injury or illness? 
6.4% 

Have you or anyone you know been injured at work? What was 

the injury? 

Depends on 

answers given. 

What is Occupational Health and Safety? Depends on 

answers given. 

How many people in Australia died from injuries and incidents 

at work in the 12 months, 2008 - 2009? 

177 

What percentage of serious Workers’ Compensation claims do 

you think are from men? 

68% 

Which age group has the highest incidents of work-related 

injuries or illnesses? 

Choose from: 

15-19, 20-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55 and over 

15-19 

(7.8% experienced 

a workplace injury 

or illness) 

Which industry area has the highest injury 

rate in Australia?  

Choose from:  

Health and Community Services; Construction; Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fishing; Transport and Storage; or Manufacturing. 

1. Manufacturing 

2. Health and 

Community 

Services 

What injury or illness do people who work in 

the hospitality industry most commonly suffer 

from? 

 22% back  

 16% hands and 

fingers 

Which part of the body is most likely to be 

injured at work? 

BACK 

 


