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Absolute shockers 

 Background 

This unit of work draws on the ‘Absolute Shocker of the Week’ photos sent in 

by subscribers to WorkSafe’s Safety Soapbox newsletter 

(http://worksafevictoria.e-

newsletter.com.au/link/id/zzzz4d917c9f14f42840P64032264bb29dad12364/page.html). 

The photos show dangerous work practices in the construction industry and provide an 

engaging tool to encourage students to reflect on OHS.  

 Overview of the unit 

There are two activities in this unit: 

 Activity 1: Absolute shocker – presentation 

 Activity 2: Capturing, posting and commenting  

In Activity 1, students analyse one of the ‘Absolute Shockers’ and develop a presentation around the 

photo to encourage people to improve safety. In Activity 2, students capture their own ‘Absolute 

Shocker’ and upload it to a website with commentary on the OHS issues, consequences and how OHS 

could be improved. Students also participate in an online debate by commenting on the posts of other 

students. 

 Purpose of the unit  

 develop an awareness hazards and risks and the consequences of neglecting safety 

 develop knowledge of how to manage hazards and risks 

 to develop oral skills and online communication skills 

 Resource requirements 

Activity sheets 
Activity sheet 1: Absolute Shocker - presentation 

Activity sheet 2: Capturing, posting and commenting 

Other material 

or resources 
Facebook page/blog for students to upload photos and post comments 

Absolute Shockers photos - 

www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11

&Itemid=172 

Facilities and 

equipment 

Projector and computer for showing slide show and for student presentations 

Cameras/mobile phones for taking pictures 

Internet access 

   

http://worksafevictoria.e-newsletter.com.au/link/id/zzzz4d917c9f14f42840P64032264bb29dad12364/page.html
http://worksafevictoria.e-newsletter.com.au/link/id/zzzz4d917c9f14f42840P64032264bb29dad12364/page.html
http://worksafevictoria.e-newsletter.com.au/link/id/zzzz4d917c9f14f42840P64032264bb29dad12364/page.html
http://www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172
http://www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172
http://www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172
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 Assessment & curriculum alignment 

The activities in this unit are designed to support student learning but may also be used for assessment 

purposes. The activities support the learning outcomes listed in the table below but may not cover all 

the elements. If the activities are to be used as assessment tasks, teachers should check the relevant 

curriculum document, e.g. the VCAL Curriculum Planning Guides, to ensure all the elements are covered 

and the activity is consistent with the unit purpose statement. 

While documentation from undertaking the activities in this unit can be collected to build a portfolio of 

evidence to be used for the assessment of relevant learning outcomes, students will need to 

demonstrate competence of a learning outcome on more than one occasion and, wherever possible, in 

different contexts, to ensure the assessment is consistent, fair and equitable. 

 VCAL 

Foundation 

VCAL 

Intermediate 
VCAL Senior VELS 

Primary e-

phase 

Activity 1: 

Absolute 

shocker – 

presentation 

R&W – LO 7 

OC - LO 2 

WRS 1 – LO 2 & 

4 

PDS 1- LO 2 

R&W – LO 7 

OC - LO 2  

WRS 1 – LO 2 & 

4 

PDS 1- Supports 

LO 2 

R&W – LO 7 

OC - LO 2 

WRS 1 – support 

for LO 2 

PDS 1- 

Supports LO 1 

English: 

 Reading 

 Speaking and 

Listening 

Comm: 

 Presenting 

Engage 

Explore  

Explain 

Evaluate 

Activity 2: 

Capturing, 

posting and 

commenting  

R&W – LO 3 & 7 

WRS 1 – LO 2 & 

4 

R&W – LO 3 & 7 

WRS 1 – LO 2 & 

4 

R&W – support 

for LO 3 & 7 

WRS 1 – support 

for LO 2 

English: 

 Reading 

 Writing 
 

Engage 

Explore  

Explain 

Elaborate  

Evaluate  
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 Activity 1: Absolute Shocker – presentation 

In this activity, students look at photos provided by WorkSafe in their ‘Absolute Shocker’ series and 

develop a presentation around one of the photos. The presentation will use the photo to inform people 

about OHS issues, persuade people to develop safer work practices, and provide advice on how to 

improve safety. 

 What to do 

Choose one of the photos from the website below and show it to students: 

www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172 

Explain to students that this is one of the photos from WorkSafe’s ‘Absolute Shocker of the Week’ 

section in their Safety Soapbox newsletter. 

Ask students to discuss: 

 what makes this situation a safety shocker 

 what could be the consequences in this situation 

 how could the people involved improve their OHS practices? 

Ask students to work in small groups to prepare a presentation that uses one of the ‘Absolute Shocker’ 

photos to encourage people to improve workplace safety. The presentation should use the photo to 

inform people about the OHS issues, persuade people to develop safer work practices, and provide 

advice on how to improve safety. 

Encourage students to prepare their presentation by investigating:  

 what the OHS issues are in the photo 

 what the consequences could be if things went wrong 

 types of injury that could occur 

 ways in which safety could be improved  

 the regulations for this type of work (e.g. regulations for people working at heights) 

 further information or statistics about the types of safety issues shown in the photo. 

Students may wish to use PowerPoint slides or other visual aids to enhance their presentation. 

Activity sheet 1 is designed to assist students with planning their presentation. 

After giving the presentation, encourage students to reflect on their presentation in relation to: 

 if they engaged their audience 

 if the presentation was effective in terms of persuading people to develop safer work practices 

 the content and whether it covered all the aspects they were asked to cover 

 how they could have made the presentation more effective. 

  

http://www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172
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 Student roles and responsibilities in relation to the activity 

Contribute to class discussions. 

Listen to the views of others. 

Work cooperatively. 

Undertake research, prepare and deliver their presentation.  

Take on a role and show responsibility consistent with the level of VCAL they are undertaking. 

 Level of teacher support 

Photocopy Activity sheet 1 for each student. 

Ensure that students have access to computers with internet. 

Facilitate discussion. 

Provide support appropriate to the level of VCAL the students are working at. 

 Assessment 

This is a learning activity. This activity could be used to support the learning outcomes as indicated in 

the table on page 2.  

If the activity is to be used as an assessment task, teachers should check the relevant curriculum 

document, e.g. the VCAL Curriculum Planning Guides, to ensure all the elements are covered and the 

activity is consistent with the unit purpose statement.   
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 Activity 2: Capturing, posting and commenting 

In this activity, students photograph their own ‘Absolute Shocker’ and post it to a Facebook page, blog 

or similar with a description about why the situation in the photo is dangerous, what the consequences 

might be and how safety could be improved. Students also comment on other students’ ‘Absolute 

Shocker’ posts.  

 What to do 

Create a Facebook page or blog where students can post photos of ‘Absolute Shockers’ that they 

capture. 

 

 

 

 

 

Show students a slide show of some of the ‘Absolute Shockers’ on the www.safteng.net website and 

inform them that their task is to capture an ‘Absolute Shocker’ of their own.  

Discuss the ethics of capturing people involved in poor OHS practices (pictures shouldn’t identify people 

or company names). 

Brainstorm places that students may be able to capture an ‘Absolute Shocker’. E.g. around the school, 

shopping centre, building site they walk past on the street, their workplace. Let students know that 

while all the ‘Absolute Shockers’ on www.safteng.net are worksites in the construction industry, they 

are free to capture their ‘Absolute Shocker’ in any industry. 

 

 

 

Explain that when students capture their ‘Absolute Shocker’, they will need to post it to the Facebook 

page or blog you have created and provide some analysis of the photo. Students will need to explain: 

 what makes the photo an ‘Absolute Shocker’ 

 what the consequences could be if things went wrong 

 how safety could be improved. 

Explain that students will also need to comment on others’ posts. Brainstorm the types of comments 

that would contribute positively to learning process. These may include: 

 a link that is relevant to the original post. This could be a video/blog/podcast/news article that 

adds value to the discussion 

 a comment that uses their personal experience 

 a comment with information about hazards in the industry shown in the photo 

 a comment with an idea on how safety could be improved at the worksite in the photo. 

You may wish to set some guidelines to ensure students contribute effectively. E.g. comment on a 

certain number of posts from other students, reply to comments about their original post. 

There are lots of sites that provide tips on creating a Facebook page. Just search for ‘tips to 

create a Facebook page’. 

If you decide to use a blog, you will need to set it up for multiple authors. Here is an article 

on how to set up multiple authors on Blogger. 

http://www.ehow.com/how_2072066_multiple-authors-post-blogger-blog.html  

 

Students could also take up the option of capturing an ‘Absolute Winner’ instead of an 

‘Absolute Shocker i.e. a worksite that is displaying exemplary OHS practices. 

http://www.safteng.net/
http://www.safteng.net/
http://www.ehow.com/how_2072066_multiple-authors-post-blogger-blog.html
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Activity sheet 2 has instructions for students on providing analysis of their ‘Absolute Shocker’ and 

commenting on other photos.  You may like to use the rubric on page 10 as a guide to assist students to 

understand what is expected of them. 

 Student roles and responsibilities in relation to the activity 

Post photos to the web and provide commentary 

Read and comment on other students’ posts 

Take on a role and show responsibility consistent with the level of VCAL they are undertaking. 

 Level of teacher support 

Photocopy Activity sheet 2 for each student 

Set up Facebook page/blog for students to post ‘Absolute Shockers’ 

Ensure that students have access to computers with internet 

Provide technical support to assist students with uploading and commenting on photos. 

 Assessment 

This is a learning activity. This activity could be used to support the learning outcomes as indicated in 

the table on page 2.  

If the activity is to be used as an assessment task, teachers should check the relevant curriculum 

document, e.g. the VCAL Curriculum Planning Guides, to ensure all the elements are covered and the 

activity is consistent with the unit purpose statement. 

There is a rubric provided at the end of the document that can be used to assess students or to have 

them self assess. 
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 Absolute shocker – Presentation 

 

Choose one of the ‘Absolute Shockers’ from the website 

www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172 or click 

here. 

The people involved obviously need a few pointers on how to be safe in the workplace. We can learn a lot 

about ‘what not to do’ from looking at these photos. 

Using the ‘Absolute Shocker’ photo, prepare a presentation to inform people about:  

 why this situation is unsafe 

 what the consequences of working in this situation might be  

 how safety in this situation could be improved. 

 

Answer the questions below to help plan your presentation 

What makes this photo an ‘Absolute Shocker’? 

 

 

 

 

 

What might happen if things went wrong? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Activity 

sheet 1 

http://www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172
http://www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172
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How could safety be improved? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What regulations apply to this kind of work e.g. working at heights, working around electricity etc. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Can you find any further information or statistics related to the situation in the photo?  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What visual aids will you use in your presentation? E.g. PowerPoint slides, diagrams, graphs, pictures. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



SAFE-T1:  www.safe-t1.net.au  
Developed by Lee Kindler with funding from WorkSafe Victoria 

9 

 

 Capturing, posting and commenting 

Believe it or not, there are still people out on worksites doing really unsafe things that  

put themselves at risk. Have a look at the website below to see some ‘Absolute Shockers’  

that have been sent in to WorkSafe Victoria 

http://www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172 

Uploading your ‘Absolute Shocker’ 

Your task is to capture an ‘Absolute Shocker and upload it to a Facebook page or blog that your teacher 

has set up. 

Along with your photo, you will need to include some observations: 

 what makes the photo an ‘Absolute Shocker’ (what is unsafe about the situation) 

 what the consequences could be if things went wrong (are people likely to slip over, fall, 

electrocute themselves etc) 

 how safety on the worksite could be improved. 

You may wish to write your observations or record your voice and upload the sound file. 

Commenting on other people’s posts 

You will also need to read and comment on other students’ posts. Some different types of comments you 

might like to make could include: 

 a link that is relevant to the original post. This could be a video/blog/podcast/news article that 

adds value to the discussion 

 a comment about your own personal experience that adds to the discussion 

 a comment with information about hazards in the industry shown in the photo 

 a comment with an idea on how safety could be improved at the worksite in the photo. 

 

 

 

Activity 

sheet 2 

http://www.safteng.net/index.php?option=com_zj_downloads&view=category&id=11&Itemid=172
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 Rubric – capturing, posting and commenting 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Absolute shocker photo Photo is clear, uploaded 

correctly, shows at least 5 

safety issues on a worksite. 

Photo is mostly clear, uploaded 

correctly, and shows at least 3 

safety issues on a worksite. 

Photo has been uploaded but is 

blurry or crooked. 

Photo shows at least 1 safety 

issue on a worksite. 

Attempt made to upload photo. 

Commentary Commentary on more than 1 

safety issue shown in the 

photo, possible consequences, 

and how safety can be 

improved. 

Commentary on 1 safety issue 

shown in the photo, the 

possible consequences, and 

how safety can be improved. 

Commentary on either a safety 

issue, consequences, or how 

safety can be improved. 

Commentary attempted but is 

unclear or off topic. 

Comments on other 

students posts 

Comments on at least 5 other 

students’ posts.  

Type of comments are varied 

e.g. comment with link, 

comment with personal 

experience, comment with 

statistical info. 

Comments on at least 3 other 

students’ posts. 

Type of comments are varied 

e.g. comment with link, 

comment with personal 

experience, comment with 

statistical info. 

Comments on at least 3 other 

students’ posts. 

Types of comments do not 

vary. 

 

Comments are attempted but 

are off topic. 

 


